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23 July 2021

Dear Ms Gauberti

Thank you for your email of 22 June 2021.

The answers to the queries you have raised are as follows:
1. Setting up a branch office of Crefovi in London

You cannot apply for authorisation of Crefovi or its branch office in London. This is
because under rule 1.3 of the Authorisation of Firms Rules, you can only apply for
authorisation of a company which has been incorporated and registered in England &
Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland under Parts 1 and 2 of the Companies Act 2006.
This means that if you set up a branch office of your French firm in London, it could not
be authorised and regulated by us.

This would not prevent you from practising in a London branch office of Crefovi as a
solicitor. The Standards & Regulations permit solicitors to practise in a business which is
not regulated by us, and to provide legal advice and other unreserved legal services to
members of the public. However, you would not be able to undertake any of the
reserved legal activities set out in Schedule 2 of the Legal Services Act 2007 (for a
summary of these services, please see the section entitled ‘What are reserved legal
activities?’ in our guidance here).

Although Crefovi would not be regulated by us, you as a solicitor would be and you would
need to ensure that you can comply with the Standards & Regulations and in particular,
the Code of Conduct for Solicitors, RELs and RFLs. If this is an option which would suit
you, you may find it helpful to refer to the following guidance :

Unrequlated organisations for employers of SRA requlated lawyers

Unregulated organisations giving information to clients

Unrequlated organisations Conflict and confidentiality



https://legalservicesboard.org.uk/enquiries/frequently-asked-questions/reserved-legal-activities
https://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/guidance/unregulated-organisations-employers-sra-regulated-lawyers/
https://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/guidance/unregulated-organisations-giving-information-clients/
https://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/guidance/unregulated-organisations-conflict-confidentiality/
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2. Setting up a separate authorised practice in London

If you would like to seek authorisation of your office based in London and be able to
provide reserved legal services, then you will need to make some changes to how the
business is set up to be able to satisfy the eligibility requirements for authorisation as set
out in our Authorisation of Firms Rules.

You could establish a separate authorised practice in the following ways:

a)

as a sole practitioner

You could apply to us for authorisation as a recognised sole practice. This would
enable you to work through a London office as a sole practice, whilst still maintaining
your French Law firm regulated by the Paris bar as a separate business. You would
need to comply with the Standards & Regulations, including the SRA Indemnity
Insurance Rules.

For more information, please see our guidance, Preparing to become a sole
practitioner or an SRA-regulated freelance solicitor.

Through a company, set up and incorporated in the UK as mentioned above.

You have the option of incorporating just your London Office and running this as a
separate practice, authorised by us, that operates “in association with” your French
law firm. In this way you can run the two companies side by side and refer clients
between them. Bear in mind that they would be two separate entities however — you
would therefore need to ensure that you comply with our rules, for example in respect
of confidentiality and ensuring any referral was in the best interests of the client.

Although Crefovi cannot be authorised by us, the rules would not prevent it owning
shares in the authorised body, and/or being a director of it in addition to yourself, if
this is your wish. Depending on your arrangements, this is likely to mean that you
would need to apply for authorisation of the London practice as a licensed body
rather than a recognised body. For more information, please see our guidance, Firm
Authorisation.

Alternatively, as you would have a practising address in London, you could
incorporate the whole of your business including your French Law firm and register it
in England and Wales as a UK Company. This would of course also depend on the
legal and regulatory requirements in France, and it may be a less attractive option as
it will impact directly on your French business and on the French clients and not just
on those that you work for in London.

However, if you were to go down this route, the whole of the practice would be
subject to SRA regulation. In respect of the office in France, that means that it would
need to comply with the SRA Overseas and Cross-border Practice Rules, as would
any solicitors established in the French office. You will note that rule 1.2 sets out
what happens if our rules conflict with any of the French legal or regulatory
requirements.



https://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/standards-regulations/authorisation-firms-rules/
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3. Setting up as a Freelance solicitor

For the sake of completeness, | would also mention that you could choose to practise as
a freelance solicitor under rule 10.2(b) of the SRA Authorisation of Individuals
Regulations. This allows a solicitor to practise on their own, providing both reserved and
reserved services, without the need to be authorised, provided you meet the conditions
set out in the rule. However, you would need to decide whether the restrictions would suit
the way in which you wish to provide your services.

As a freelance solicitor, you would still be subject to the Principles and the Code of
Conduct for Solicitors, RELs & RFLs, but you would not need to comply with the Code of
Conduct for Firms.

Lastly, | would just mention that however you decide to practise here, if you intend to work
closely with your firm in France, then you will need to have regard to Part B of the Overseas
and Cross-border Practice Rules. This requires you to comply with any applicable
provisions of the CCBE’s Code of Conduct for European lawyers.

I hope this is of assistance, but if you need further guidance when you have a clearer idea as
to how you want to proceed, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Alternatively, | am aware that Peter Jenks in Authorisation has been helping you with your
application and therefore | have copied him into this response so that he can help you further
if you go back to him to continue with your application. Please be aware that he may need to
ask you questions about the work that you have been doing and how that has been
conducted prior to seeking authorisation as part of his consideration of your application.
Yours sincerely

Kirsty Swann

pp Justine Allen

Direct Line: 0121 820 2418
Professional.ethics@sra.org.uk

The Ethics Guidance Team are here to support you in compliance with SRA regulation. We
have experience in practice in contentious and non-contentious areas of law. However, we
cannot give you legal advice. We are happy to answer your queries on an anonymous basis.
You may contact us by calling our helpline on 0370 606 2577 (hours 10.00-12.00 and 14.00-
16.00 Mon-Fri), our webchat service or email us at professional.ethics@sra.org.uk.
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