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PARTICULARS OF CLAIM

Claimants:
1. Ms Annabelle Gauberti

2. Crefovi SELAS

Defendants:

1. Solicitors Regulation Authority Ltd (SRA)

2. Mr Paul Philip, Chief Executive of the SRA

3. The Law Society of England & Wales

4. Mr Richard Atkinson, President of the Law Society

5. Mr lan Jeffery, Chief Executive of the Law Society

1. Summary of the Facts

- The First Claimant, Ms Annabelle Gauberti, is a solicitor of England & Wales and
avocat a la cour, regulated by both the SRA and the Paris Bar, and founding
and managing partner of the Second Claimant, Crefovi SELAS.

- Since July 2024, the Defendants have engaged in a series of unjustified and
discriminatory communications and threats directed at the Claimants,
including:
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o Threats of disciplinary action without due process.

o  Unlawful denial of access to personal data.

o Libellous assertions to third parties questioning Ms Gauberti’s
regulatory standing.

On 6 November 2024, the First Claimant submitted a subject access request
(SAR) under the UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018. (Annex A)
requesting personal data held by the SRA. The Law Society received a similar
SAR on 31 January 2025 (Annex B) from the First Claimant.

The SRA responded inadequately, refusing proper compliance with the UK
GDPR, the 2018 Data Protection Act and the enclosed SAR (Annex A), relying
on an unjustified and vague invocation, without ever making any
demonstration of the unfounded and excessive character of the request, of
the provisions of Article 12(5) UK GDPR. (Annex C). No adequate disclosure
was ever made.

- The Law Society responded inadequately, refusing to provide all personal data
requested under the enclosed SAR (Annex B) to the Claimants.

On Friday 22 November 2024, the SRA's Investigation and Supervision Team
issued a threatening ultimatum to the Claimants (Annex D) to remove the
accurate wording “Annabelle Gauberti is authorised and regulated by the
Solicitors Regulation Authority n. 446075 and n. 828144" from their stationary
by Monday 25 November 2025 5pm.

- On 3 December 2024, the SRA doubled down by falsely asserting the above-
mentioned information was misleading, making some further threats of
disciplinary escalation (Annex E), defaming, libeling and denigrating the First
Claimant in its decision to not investigate, addressed to the third party and
ex-clients of the Defendants, dated 2 December 2024 (Annex F), enclosed to
the above-mentioned email dated 3 December 2024 (Annex E), in the
following terms:

“Additional matters

During my assessment, | identified the following additional concerns (which do
reach the threshold for further investigation and possibly regulatory action,
and therefore do not form part of this Decision to Not Investigate).
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(5) That Ms Gauberti appears to be permitting publicity (regarding her
freelance SRA regulated practice) to be placed on the documentation
(letterhead) of Crefovi (of which she is the sole director) and is not authorised
and regulated by the SRA, or in the alternative:

(6)  That Ms Gauberti may be committing an offence under Section 17 (1)
of the Legal Services in that she may be wilfully pretending to be entitled to
carry on any activity which is a reserved legal activity when she is not so
entitled, or with the intention of implying falsely that that Crefovi is so
entitled, is taking or using any name, title or description.”

- On 31 December 2024, the Claimants issued a detailed Letter Before Action
to the Defendants (Annex G), outlining claims in data protection,
competition, discrimination and defamation law, and offering the
Defendants an opportunity to resolve this matter amicably. No satisfactory
response was received.

2. Legal Grounds

This claim is brought on the following legal bases:

o Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR (Articles 12 & 15): Failure to
comply with valid SARs.

e Equality Act 2010: Discriminatory conduct based on nationality, sex,
age, and dual-qualification.

o Competition Act 1998 (Sections 2 & 18): Abuse of dominant position
and restrictive practices.

e Retained EU law - Articles 101 & 102 TFEU: Anti-competitive and
exclusionary conduct by professional regulators.

o Defamation Act 2013: False and damaging statements made to third
parties implying professional misconduct.

o Tort of Harassment (Protection from Harassment Act 1997): A
course of conduct causing alarm and distress.
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In addition, the Claimants emphasise that it is both necessary and lawful for
the First Claimant, Annabelle Gauberti, to include on her professional
stationery, email signatures, and correspondence headers the fact that she is
authorised and regulated by the SRA under two registration numbers:

- SRA no. 446075, in her capacity as solicitor working through the non-SRA
regulated law firm Crefovi SELAS (which may not conduct reserved legal
activities);

- SRA no. 828144, in her capacity as a freelance solicitor (who may conduct
reserved legal activities, including litigation).

There is no rule in the SRA Principles, Code of Conduct or guidance
prohibiting such factual and exact disclosure, and any assertion to the
contrary is not based on published regulatory standards. Omitting this
information would deprive the public and the recipients of legal
correspondence (such as pre-action letters and letters before court action) of
essential knowledge that the First Claimant is lawfully entitled to conduct
litigation on behalf of clients in England & Wales. Failure to notify recipients of
this status might give them a false impression that litigation is not a legal
recourse being considered, which could mislead them and undermine the
purpose of pre-action communications.

Indeed, this dual-status registration was explicitly recommended to the First
Claimant by the SRA itself, in its enclosed letter dated 23 July 2021 (see Annex
J), whereby she was advised to establish a freelance practice to continue
providing reserved legal activities in compliance with post-Brexit regulatory
conditions. The SRA cannot now penalise the Claimant for following its own
guidance, nor can it blame practitioners for the regulatory complexities
arising from the post-Brexit framework. The responsibility for creating a clear
and functional dual-registration system lies with the regulator, in particular
with the SRA and Law Society.

3. Remedies Sought

The Claimants seek:

1. Damages of £3,000, for reputational injury, distress, and economic
loss, including business disruption from the Defendants’ unlawful
actions.
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2. Aggravated damages, given the deliberate and humiliating nature of
the conduct, including the compressed deadlines and threats of
escalation.

3. Injunctive relief, specifically:

o To compel the SRA and Law Society to comply fully with the
Claimants’ SARs.

o Torestrain the Defendants from making further threats of
unfounded disciplinary action.

o Torestrain the Defendants from making or disseminating
defamatory, libelous and denigrating statements regarding the

Claimants' regulatory status.

4. A declaration that the Defendants have acted unlawfully under the
relevant statutory provisions cited above.

5. Interest under section 69 of the County Courts Act 1984, at 8% per
annum from the date of harm to the date of judgment.

6. Costs of the claim.

4. Annexes

- Annex A - Subject Access Request to SRA (6 November 2024)
- Annex B - Subject Access Request to Law Society (31 January 2025)

- Annex C — Refusal Letter from SRA Data Protection Officer (6 December 2024)

- Annex D - SRA Email (22 November 2024)

- Annex E - SRA Email (3 December 2024)

- Annex F — SRA Decision not to investigate (2 December 2024)
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- Annex G - Letter Before Action from Claimants to Defendants (31 December
2024)

Annex H - chain of emails between the Claimants and the SRA
investigation team between 20 March 2025 to 9 April 2025 evidencing
ongoing harassment and discriminatory tone

Annex | - letter from SRA investigation team giving the Claimants an
ultimatum dated 20 March 2025

Annex J — SRA Letter dated 23 July 2021

4, Statement of Truth

The Claimant believes that the facts stated in these Particulars of Claim are

true.lam duly authorWants to sign this statement.

Name: Affhabelle Gauberti

Date: _26 May 2025
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